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	For immediate release 

YOUR SKATE CENTER to Form Speed Skating Team

Team will compete in Local, National and International events


CITY, STATE — Dec 4, 2004 — What do Olympians Apolo Ohno, Derek Parra, Eric Heiden and many other Olympic speed skaters have in common? They all started their speed skating careers at their local roller rink. Now local YOUR CITY skaters can have their shot at becoming the next National, International or Olympic speed skating champion.

YOUR RINK OWNER, owners of YOUR SKATE CENTER in YOUR TOWN announced today they have formed a new national level inline speed skating team. The team will skate as YOUR TEAM NAME”, in indoor and outdoor events.  Skaters of all ages are welcome, and will be trained to compete against hundreds of skaters across the United States.  “Inline speed skating is a sport where someone with relatively little or no inline skating experience can learn to skate and compete in a matter of weeks. We expect BEST GUESS of our first-year skaters will qualify for the Indoor US National Speed Skating Competition this season,” said YOUR COACH, the team’s coach and trainer.

Currently, there are no inline speed skating teams in the greater YOUR TOWN area. ANOTHER TOWN hosts the closest inline speed skating team, with approximately ## skaters between the two teams. “We find there are a lot of people interested in the sport, but there are few organized programs to assist the “recreational skater” with taking his or her sport to the competitive level. With a local population of approximately YOUR POPULATION residents, there should be plenty of opportunity to build a strong program to represent the great city of YOUR CITY,” said YOUR TEAM LEADER, the team’s LEADER’S ROLE.

The team is actively recruiting members and will hold an informational “kickoff meeting” DATE, TIME, LOCATION. Age is not a deterrent in this sport as there are competitive divisions that accommodate skater’s ages 4–65 and older. Whether you are new to inline skating, an outdoor recreational skater, a hockey skater looking to get stronger, just looking for something to keep you in shape, or a die-hard world-class speed skater, our program is designed to benefit all skill levels and ages. 

Inline Speed Skating is one of a handful of sports currently under consideration as an Olympic event. “You’ll find doctors, policemen, truck drivers, moms, dads, and of course, your typical teenagers competing in this sport. It’s one sport which the entire family can get involved in whether they skate or just watch the races.” said YOUR TEAM LEADER/COACH. “It’s absolutely amazing to see how quickly younger kids can grasp this sport.” 
We invite anyone in the Greater YOUR TOWN area to attend the Kickoff Meeting to learn more about the program.    There will be a short practice immediately after the meeting for those who just can’t wait to get started. Quad skates, roller blades, hockey skates, and of course speed skates are all acceptable at practice. Those who desire to practice should also bring a skate or bike helmet for their protection. More information about the Kickoff Meeting or the team can be found at the team’s website: YOUR SITE or by calling CONTACT PERSON at 123-456-7890.
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